PS 348: GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS IN W. EUROPE 


SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY GUIDE FOR FINAL 

The final exam is cumulative. Prepare all the readings and information presented in class from 
the beginning of the semester. Use the study guides for Exams 1 and 2 as well as this guide to 
prepare for the final. The following list supplements the study guides for Exams 1 and 2 with a 
list of topics that have been covered in class and in the readings since Exam 2. Study guides are 
by no means exhaustive of all the topics we have covered in class. Feel free to add your own 
items to the list while studying for the exam. 

1. EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 11 

a) What are intergovernmental and what are supranational institutions? What is the 
difference between the two? 

b) What are the main reasons for creating supranational institutions? 

c) Be familiar with the main features of the following EU institutions. What are the main 
functions and responsibilities of each institution? How is each one organized (who are 
its members, how are members selected, leadership, etc.)? 

1) The European Commission 

2) The Council of Ministers 

3) The European Council 

4) The European Parliament 

5) The European Court of Justice 

d) What do we mean when we say that there are different formations of the Council of 
Ministers? 

e) Which are the two most significant formations of the Council of Ministers? 

f) Which are the decision-making (i.e. voting) rules used in the Council of Ministers? 

g) Which decision-making rule is used most frequently in the Council of Ministers? 

h) How is the presidency of the European Council and the Council of Ministers organized? 
What is the role of the presidency in each institution? 

i) What is a preliminary ruling by the European Court of Justice and what is an 
infringement case on which the Court is asked to rule? 

j) What does the term democratic deficit refer to in the EU context? What are some 
specific illustrations of this problem? 

2. ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION (EMU) 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 16 

=> Kevin Featherstone, “The Greek Sovereign Debt Crisis and EMU” 

a) What is fiscal policy and what is monetary policy? What is the relationship between the 
two? 

b) What is an Optimum Currency Area? 

c) Who is responsible for fiscal policy in the EU? 

d) Who is responsible for monetary policy in the EU? 

e) What are the phases/steps that led to the establishment of the Euro? What did each one 
of these steps entail? 

f) What is the Eurozone? Which countries are NOT members and why? 
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g) What are the responsibilities of the European Central Bank in EMU? 

h) What is are the main rules of the Stability and Growth Pact and what is its role in EMU? 

i) Featherstone: What are the main structural weaknesses of Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU)? 

j) Featherstone: What are the main institutional weaknesses in the Greek political system? 

k) Featherstone: How has the combination of these EMU and Greek weakness caused the 
sovereign debt crisis in the Eurozone? 

3. EU EXTERNAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 22 

a) What is the role of member states and EU institutions in the administration of Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI), monetary relations, and trade policies? 

b) Do member states or EU institutions have exclusive or shared competence in 
administering those policies? 

c) What are the three main reasons the Euro has international influence? 

d) What are the main instruments of trade policy? What is their role? 

e) What is a Free Trade Agreement, a Customs Union, and a Single Market? 

f) How does the EU negotiate and ratify international trade agreements? 

g) What is the general trade policy orientation of the EU, liberal or protectionist? 

h) What is distinctive about the EU approach on agricultural trade? 

5. EXTERNAL RELATIONS OF THE EU 

=> John Peterson, “The EU as a Global Actor,” Chapter 10 in The European Union: How Does 
It Work ? 

=> Ian Manners, “Normative power Europe: a contradiction in terms?” 

a) What is the relationship between foreign and defense policies? 

b) What was the European Political Cooperation? 

c) Why and how was the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) established? 

d) What are the three pillars of the EU, and which one is the CFSP? 

e) What are the main instruments and actors involved in the CFSP? 

f) What are the main types of forces available to the Common Security and Defense Policy 
(CSDP)? 

g) What are the Petersberg tasks? 

h) Manners: What is the difference between physical power and normative power in foreign 
policy? 

i) Manners: Why has the EU developed “normative power” instead of physical power? 

j) Manners: What are the norms promoted by the EU and how are they diffused to third 
countries? 

NOTE ON READINGS NOT INCLUDED IN MAIN TEXT: 

■ Be familiar with main argument. 

■ How does the main argument relate to other ideas and concepts we discussed in class? 

■ How did the author reach her main conclusion? 


2 



